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                       Teaching in the Gardens and Growing the Future



granny@grannysgardenschool.org           20 Miamiview Lane, Loveland, OH 45140           513-324-2873

www.GrannysGardenSchool.org
Earth Day
John McConnell came up with the idea to celebrate life on Earth on the first day of spring.  The first Earth Day honoring the beauty of the earth was celebrated March 21, 1970.  The idea was supported by the United Nations, and a proclamation was issued to celebrate the United Nations Earth Day on the first day of spring each year (the spring equinox – the day when the sun is directly above the equator and the length of day and night is equal).  The Japanese Peace Bell at the United Nations in New York is rung on the first day of spring in honor of the United Nations Earth Day.

· Another Earth Day was proposed by Senator Gaylord Nelson to promote awareness of and solutions for environmental issues.  This Earth Day was first celebrated April 22, 1970.  This is the date more commonly referred to as Earth Day.

· Also in 1970, The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was formed by President Nixon.  The EPA is a national agency that recommends and enforces regulations to protect human health by keeping air, land, and water resources safe.
· Earth Day reminds us to be respectful of nature and to conserve and protect our resources. 
Earth Day reminds us to be respectful of nature and to conserve and protect our resources.  Granny’s Garden School recycles leaves from the fall leaf collection for garden compost and wood chips from cut down trees for path mulch.  GGS reuses discarded plastic venetian blinds to use as plant markers and collects water bottles for students to use as vases.  We collect and reuse pots for plants, buckets, garden art, and furniture that would otherwise be discarded.  GGS reduces waste by donating ripened produce to our school cafeteria and the local food pantry.
Granny’s Garden School does not introduce pesticides or fertilizers into nature.  We garden organically.  We support nature by providing a variety of plants with nectar sources and seeds attractive to wildlife.  We maintain a naturalized nature trail to teach about balance in ecosystems and the need for biodiversity.
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