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                         Granny’s Garden School, Inc.

                                                        Teaching in the Gardens
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www.GrannysGardenSchool.com
Planting the Late Spring Garden

Lesson Summary

When to use this lesson
Use this lesson in May to plant warm season foods.
Materials

Plants for transplanting 

Seeds and plant labels for seeds
Trowels

Water bottles 

Buckets for water
Water key

Estimated Duration  

30 minutes

Planting Tips

· Pick up your seeds from the barn several days in advance.  Along with the seeds, you’ll find pre-labeled plant markers for each type of seed that will be planted in your beds.  On one of your plant markers, please write the planting date.

· Transplants don't need a label unless one is in the pot.  Keep the label with the transplant if a label is in the pot

· Ahead of time, review the seed planting instructions and map.  You may need to adjust the maps a bit to fit your class size.  
· Make a copy of the planting map for the teacher or another volunteer who will help you, and separate the seeds that go with that bed.  You can work one bed and the teacher or volunteer the second bed. 

· In advance, prepare your beds by placing plant markers in the areas where seeds will be and place the transplant in the spot you want the student to plant. 
Planting Seeds and Transplants
· To help you plan, the number of students who will plant each seed or transplant is listed and a map shows where to plant the seeds or transplants.  Seeds and plant labels for seeds will be delivered to your barn buckets.  Coordinators will need to collect the transplants from the front courtyard.  If there is not a seed or transplanted listed, use those students to plant nasturtium or popcorn.
· In advance, fill four buckets with water for students to use to water their planting.  Collect some empty water bottles for students to share.

· Collect trowels for students to use.

· Collect the transplants your students will plant and take them to your garden location.
· In advance, check your area to be sure you know where students will plant popcorn.  Have a volunteer or the teacher accompany those students.
· In the classroom, explain that students are planting warm season seeds and plants and discuss how to plant seeds.
· Warm season seeds need warmer soil than we had in March to germinate.  Once the plants grow, they need warmer air temperatures during the day, but especially at night, so the plants are not killed by frost.
· There are not as many seeds to plant in May as there were in March, so furrows are not necessary.  Wood chips can be used to make a small hole for seed planting.  
· Fingers are excellent tools to estimate length.  For the proper depth, model for the students how to use fingertips to estimate the proper planting depth.  Check their fingers to find the finger to use to estimate one inch from the tip to a knuckle and another to measure ½ inch from the tip to the knuckle or the base of a fingernail.  
· As seeds are passed out, remind students of depth and spacing.  If it is not on the envelope, write the information for students.

· Remind students to pat the soil gently after covering the planted seeds to be sure the seeds and soil make contact.
· Explain the process to plant a transplant.  Dig a hole that is as deep as the pot of your transplant.  Do not pull the plant out of the pot by the stem.  This can result in breakage.  Hold the container in the hand you do not use for writing.  Use your writing hand to remove the plant by placing your index finger and middle finger on either side of the transplant’s stem.  Your hand is now touching the top of the plant and covering the soil.  Tip the pot into your writing hand, put the pot down, and use both hands to put the transplant in the hole.  Fill in the hole, and gently pat the transplant in place.  Do not compact the soil.
· Remind the students that if there is a plant label in the pot, the label should be inserted into the soil near the plant.
· Students dip their water bottle into a bucket to water their planting, and return the water bottles to the storage container for other students to share.  

	Seed Planting Instructions

	Seed
	Number of Students = Number of Envelopes

Per Class
	Plant Labels

Per Class
	Depth and Spacing
	Notes

	Beans, pole
	4
	1
	1 inch deep
3 inches apart
	Plant between the pea plants now emerging.

	Cucumber 
	2
	1
	½ to 1 inch deep
12 inches apart
	

	Nasturtium
	4
	0
	1 inch deep on the outside of the garden box
	Have students rub each nasturtium seed on the edge of the garden box.  Rubbing one side of the seed across the wood 5-6 times will wear down some of the seed coat, which promotes faster germination.  Plant each corner and along the long sides of the beds.  

	Popcorn
	2
	2
	1 inch deep

6 inches apart
	See notes below.

	Rutabaga
	2
	1
	½ inch deep
2 inches apart
	Rutabagas are a cross between a turnip and cabbage.

	Squash, summer, for LPS playground substitute 2 soybean plantS
	2
	1
	1 inch deep 
	Plant inside the garden bed as shown on the map.  Summer squash grows in a bush style and takes up less garden space than winter and fall vining squash.  Some varieties are scallop, zucchini, yellow crookneck, and yellow straight neck.

	
	16
	13
	
	


	Transplants

	Plant
	Number of Students
	Number of Transplants

	Broccoli
	1
	1

	Brussels sprouts
	1
	1

	Cabbage 
	1
	2

	Parsley
	1
	1

	Peppers, sweet bell
	4
	4

	Soybeans, add 2 more if bed is on LPS playground
	2
	2

	Tomatoes, for LPS playground substitute two basil plants, see special note for planting in McDonald’s gardens.
	2
	2

	
	12
	21
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Notes about planting popcorn
Hill Gardens:  Plant popcorn along the chain link fence opposite your class garden beds.  Make two rows in one small rectangular section.  Do not spread out along the fence.
 

Mc Donald's Gardens:  Plant popcorn in rows in the marked bed at the end of the rows of class garden beds.  Plant tomatoes inside the bed at the end that has the picket fence.  The fence will be used to support the tomatoes.
 

Front Courtyard:  Plant popcorn outside the box in the space between the bed and the school building.  If your garden beds are not along a school building wall, plant popcorn in one of the designated popcorn beds.  Lawrence and Hobson plant in popcorn bed to right of Schlesselman.   
 

 LPS Playground:  Plant popcorn in rows in the open bed to the right of the drinking fountain if you teach Stubenrauch, Welder, Freeman, Cooper, Chapman.  Plant popcorn in rows in the open bed between Schulz and Kiefer if  you teach Schulz, Kiefer, Wind.  We will not plant squash or tomatoes in the beds on the LPS playground.  Substitute an additional soybean plant for squash and two basil plants for the two tomato plants.
Back Courtyard:  Plant popcorn outside the bed at the end nearest the driveway.
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