Granny’s Garden School

Thistle Patrol Guide

	A really nasty weed has invaded some of the boxes in Granny’s Gardens.   It can multiply in the thousands and has thorns to stick you if you are not careful when you pull it.  It sow thistle.  There are many different kinds of thistle. The one thing they all have in common is they are thorny.  
The key to controlling any kind of thistle is to keep it from going to seed and pulling new seedlings wherever you see them.   This time of year, you will find new thistle seedlings still emerging, plants that are half grown and plants that are going to seed.  
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This is a thistle seedling.  They are very easy to

pull at this stage.
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At this stage is when the thistle is most prickly.  Use a shovel to loosen the plant and grab it by the root.
	Different varieties of thistle have different colors and types of flowers.  The varieties in our gardens have small yellow, dandelion-looking flowers.  The seed heads are also similar to white puffy dandelion seed heads that are easily dispersed by wind.
We hope to remove the plants before they get to this stage.  These plants and roots should be disposed of in the dumpster not in the compost pile.
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