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Field Notes
Lesson Summary
When to use this lesson
Use this lesson anytime to reinforce writing process, writing application, and writing conventions standards.  

Objective

Students record observations by using complete sentences, developing a concise paragraph, using concise, descriptive words, or writing a clear message with well-chosen details.
Materials

Blank paper or pre-formatted journal page for each student

Pencil for each student

Clipboard for each student
Estimated Duration  

30 minutes 

Background Information

Field notes are simple observations made while experiencing nature.  The observations need not identify or list facts about a plant or animal, they are simply what a child notices.  You choose whether the purpose is to make observation in complete sentences or with sentence fragment of descriptive words.

Direct students to focus their observations on a particular place or subject.  For  example, when instructed to write field notes about signs of wildlife:

· "Hole in the ground not far from the creek.  Mud built up around the hole.  No sign of an animal."

· "I heard a rustling sound in the leaves.  Something moved.  It looked like a small furry animal."

Henry David Thoreau loved the world of nature and wanted to live close to nature.  He built a log cabin in the woods by Walden Pond.  He lived there by himself for two years.  During that time, he spent many hours walking through the plants and animals that lived there.  He wrote in his journal almost every day about the things that he saw.  He wrote:

· "...in September or October, Walden is a perfect forest mirror."

· "Each pine is like a great green feather stuck in the ground."

· "...the squirrels live in or about every forest tree, or hollow log, and every wall and heap of stone."

Activity
· Record field notes in a garden area or on the nature trail.

· Explain the focus of the observation.  Suggested topics might include wildlife, sounds, seasonal changes, decomposition, interdependence of living things, flowering plants, etc.
· Give examples of field notes.
· Equip each student or group leader with paper, clipboard, and pencil.
· Clearly designate boundaries of the area to be investigated.
· After a specified amount of time, meet at a designated location and share observations.
· Drawings can be added to the notes and pages can be bound into a classroom book.
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