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Scavenger Hunt  

Grade Two

Lesson Summary

When to use this lesson

Use this in the spring to challenge students to recall many of the concepts taught throughout the garden cycle.
Objective

Students apply the concepts taught during the school year and garden cycle to search for items and organisms that fit the scavenger hunt clue.
Materials

Worksheet for each group of students

Clipboard for each group of students (sometimes the teachers have clipboards for students)

A pencil for each group of students

Small bucket or basket for each group of students to collect items

Compost thermometer

Estimated Duration  

30 minutes

Ohio Standards Connections

Science – Earth and Space
· Earth Systems C5:  Describe weather by measurable quantities such as temperature and precipitation.

Science - Life
· Characteristics and Structures of Life A1:  Explain that animals need air, water, food, living space and shelter.

· Diversity and Interdependence of Life A5:  Explain that food is a basic need of plants and animals, animals eat plants and/or other animals for food, and is important because it is a source of energy.
· Diversity and Interdependence of Life B6:  Investigate the different structures of plants and animals that help them live in different environments.
· Diversity and Interdependence of Life B9:  Compare Ohio plants during the different seasons by describing changes in their appearance.
Background
· Scavenger hunt clues challenge students to apply knowledge gained from school garden and classroom lessons.

· A key to the scavenger hunt provides examples that satisfy the clues.

Activity
· In advance, you have the option of collecting a few samples of items that meet some of the scavenger hunt clues.

· Pass out a scavenger hunt sheet, clipboard, and pencil to each group of students.  Assign volunteers to work with groups of students.

· Explain that the students will try to find as many of the items listed on the scavenger hunt as they can.  It’s OK if not all of the items can be found, or if they cannot get through the entire list. 

· Read the clues with the students before they begin.  Remind students to ask for help if they cannot read a clue.  

· Explain that students should write down the name of the item that applies to a clue.  Reinforce that the written responses should be based on observations and not what they think fits.  

· Allow 10 minutes at the end of the class to get student feedback about what was found and provide more information about how the items fit the clue or identify additional items that fit the clues.

· Return any collected items to the habitat.

Sources
· Adapted from Sharing Nature with Children by Joseph Cornell.  Dawn Publications:  Nevada City, California, 1998.
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Scavenger Hunt – Grade Two
Name: _________________________________

Collect the item when it is safe to do so without harming a plant or animal.  If you can’t pick it up, write what you saw.  Return collected items at the end of the activity.
1. The air temperature

2. The soil temperature

3. A sign of spring

4. A seed that is dispersed by wind
5. One camouflaged insect

6. Something that is of no use in nature

7. Evidence of an animal, but not the animal

8. Something important in nature

9. A sun trap

10. Something that is decomposed
11. A decomposer

12. A source of energy for animals

13. A source of energy for plants

14. A plant adaptation
15. An animal home

Granny’s Garden School

Scavenger Hunt

A Few Examples
Collect the item when it is safe to do so without harming a plant or animal.  If you can’t pick it up, write what you saw.  Return collected items at the end of the activity.

1. A sign of spring – a spring flower, green grass, can write in new plants, but should not pick, can write in leaf buds, but should not pick
2. A seed that is dispersed by wind – dandelion seeds, helicopter seeds from maple or box elder
3. One camouflaged insect – any that blend with surrounding, but make sure it has six legs
4. Something that is of no use in nature – litter, natural items have a function
5. Evidence of an animal, but not the animal – chewed leaves, tracks
6. Something important in nature – natural objects all have a function – plants, soil, rocks, animals, fungus – discuss the function
7. A sun trap – something that traps the sun’s energy/heat – water, rocks, plants, animals more active on warm days
8. Something that is decomposed – dead plants and animals
9. A decomposer – fungus, pillbug, sowbug, earthworm, millipede, slug
10. A source of energy for animals – a decomposer, a plant, pollen, flower (nectar)
11. A source of energy for plants – sun, leaves
12. A plant adaptation – flower, pollen, leaf, roots, stem, seed, fruit
13. An animal home – galls, cocoons, chrysalises, nests, a pile of leaves, a decaying branch
14. The air temperature – use a posted thermometer or take one with you
15. The soil temperature – take a compost/soil thermometer with you
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