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Planting for a Cause

Grade Three
Lesson Summary

When to use this lesson

Use this lesson in the spring to reinforce volunteering as an individual or community to help others and spread nature.

Objective

Students learn about Earth Day and the importance of respecting nature and understanding human impact on nature.

Materials

Mums cuttings 
Water bottles to water in cuttings

4 kitty litter buckets for water

Water key

2 four-inch, square pots for each student
Two wheelbarrows filled with soil next to triangular planter filled with soil

A plastic bag for each student to take their potted mum home

Students need to bring their own scissors
Estimated Duration  

30 minutes

Ohio Standards Connections

Social Studies – Citizenship, Rights, and Responsibilities

· Participation A1:  Describe how people help to make the community a better place in which to live including:  working to preserve the environment; helping the homeless, restoring houses in low-income areas, supporting education, planning community events starting a business.

Chrysanthemum Classroom Discussion
· Explain that the class will pot chrysanthemum cuttings to donate to a good cause.  The plants will be donated to local people in the community who may need some extra help or to people who are started a new school garden program.  Students will each create a pot of mums for Granny and a second pot that the student will take home.
· Since we benefit from our community, we look for ways to give back to the community.  We donate our food to your schools and local food pantries for those who need a bit of help.  Some classes collect small flower bouquets to deliver with a program called Meals on Wheels in which food is delivered to people who are physically unable to make their meals.  We donate seeds and plants to other schools that are starting a garden program.
· Chrysanthemums are a perennial that will continue to grow from roots year after year if the right variety is planted in the right location.  Chrysanthemums are native to China where the plant was grown as a flowering herb as early as the 15th century BC.  Boiled roots were used to treat headaches, sprouts and petals were eaten in salads, leaves were brewed for a sweet drink.

· In 1753 Karl Linnaeus, a botanist known for plant classification and identification, combined the Greek words chrysos, meaning gold with anthemon, meaning flower.  Early illustrations show chrysanthemums as yellow, daisy-like flowers.
· Chrysanthemums have been cultivated to many different colors and bloom types.
· Chrysanthemums made their way to Europe in 1600s and to the United States during colonial times.

· A chemical in the seed coats is extracted and processed into an organic insecticide.
The Set Up

· This activity is performed in the front courtyard.  

· Two separate workstations will be set up to accommodate having two classes out at one time or overlap between the timing of classes.  One class uses a workstation.  Each workstation is set up by one of the triangle stationary planters and will have the following:

· Two wheelbarrows filled with soil

· 4-inch square pots

· Four kitty litter buckets that coordinators will fill with water

· A bin of empty water bottles for students in a class to share

· In 2011, 12 classes will plant mum cuttings.  Each student plants 3 in each of 2 pots.
Activity

· In advance, fill the kitty litter buckets with water.  Collect a set of plastic grocery bags for your class from the barn.  
· Ahead of time, pick the mum location for your class in the front courtyard, sunflower reading room, or in front of LES.  Mums that can be used will be pre-marked by garden staff for coordinators.
· Remind students to bring their own scissors to cut their mums.
· Explain that students will fill two pots with soil up to the top of the pot and take them to the location for cutting mums.  
· Each student will cut 6 stems from a mum.  Each stem should be 6 to 8 inches long.  
· Students remove the leaves from the bottom half of the stem.  
· Three cuttings are inserted into each pot.  Instruct students to space the cuttings evenly apart about 1 inch from the edge of the pot.  Students leave ½ of cutting sticking out of soil.  
· Instruct students to gently pat the soil around the stems to anchor the stems in the soil.

· Each student fills a water bottle to water the cuttings.

· Students will take one pot home in a plastic bag.  There should be no holes in the bags that the students use.   
· The mums for Granny are placed in a plastic bag in which you have cut holes in the bottom for drainage.  Place 4 mums in a bag and line the bags along the wall behind the cement tables in the Front Courtyard.  Do not tie the bags closed, but do pull up the sides of the bags.
· Coordinators will remove and replace the shade screens in the area as needed to shield the pots from the sun. 
· The last coordinator of the day covers the soil with a tarp.
Sources
· “History of the Chrysanthemum”, National Chrysanthemum Society, http://www.mums.org/journal/articles/chrysanthemum_history.htm, 03-17-11.
· “Chrysanthemum”, Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysanthemum, 03-17-11.
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Planting for a Cause – Grade Three
Today we potted chrysanthemum (mum) cuttings to grow transplants for worthy causes.  Some mums will be donated locally; others will be donated to schools that are developing garden programs.  Remaining plants will be planted in Granny’s gardens for next year’s third graders to propagate.  
Caring for the mum cutting your child brought home:
· Place the whole pot outside in a plastic grocery bag that has a hole for drainage.  

· Pull the bag up over the pot.  Leave the handles up in the air but do not tie them.  This will provide protection to help retain moisture in the leaves until roots can develop.  If you tie the handles, the plant may stay too moist.  

· Place the bagged pots in a shady area and water periodically, depending on the weather.

· In four to six weeks, you will have a new clump of mums ready to plant.  The clump will only be about 8-10 inches in diameter the first fall, but should mature to full size by the next fall.
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Email Granny to join our class for our next garden experience!
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