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Garden Haiku
Grade Three
Lesson Summary
When to use this lesson

Use this lesson when the classroom focuses on poetry.
Objective

Students learn how to construct a haiku by brainstorming descriptive words about a subject in nature and using those words to write the poem.
Materials

Pencil for each student

Clipboard for each student if you are outside
A worksheet for each student to use to construct a poem

Estimated Duration
30 minutes

Ohio Standards Connections

Language Arts – Writing Process

· Prewriting C4:  Use organizational strategies (e.g., brainstorming, lists, webs, and Venn diagrams) to plan writing.

Language Arts – Writing Application
· Publishing D5:  Produce informal writings (e.g., messages, journals, notes, and poems) for various purposes.
Background Information

Haiku (hi’ koo) originated with the Japanese.  A haiku consists of three lines.  Each line has a specific number of syllables.  The theme is usually based in nature.  Lines do not usually rhyme.

Line 1 – 5 syllables

Line 2 – 7 syllables

Line 3 – 5 syllables

Example of a haiku:

Butterfly

Brightly colored wings

Fluttering, lightly landing

Sipping sweet nectar

Activity
· Explain that the students will write a haiku based on an item in the garden, like a plant, soil, a garden animal.
· If you are going outside, take your students to a garden area with a variety of plants and animals.  If you are inside, have students come up with a topic by bring in objects or organisms from the garden, or recall a specific activity, or allow students to come up with a topic from a garden observation.
· Explain that a haiku is a poem with a subject based in nature.  Generally, it is not a poem that rhymes.  A haiku has three lines with each line containing a specific number of syllables.  Line one has 5 syllables, line two 7 syllables, and line three 5 syllables.  A syllable is the number of beats you hear in a word.  Give some examples.
· Explain how the worksheet can help write the haiku.  The worksheet asks students to answer questions by listing words that describe their topic.  Students will list nouns, adjectives, adverbs, and verbs to describe the characteristics of their subject.  The answers can be used to come up with the lines of the poem.  The worksheet has a reminder of the number of syllables in each line of the poem.
· Help the students as needed to get them started.
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Garden Haiku – Grade Three
	A haiku is a Japanese style poem that has three lines.  The lines can be descriptive words or phrases.

· Line 1 has 5 syllables (beats).

· Line 2 has 7 syllables (beats).

· Line 3 has 5 syllables (beats).
	EXAMPLE

Butterfly

Brightly colored wings

Fluttering, lightly landing

Sipping sweet nectar


	My topic (This becomes my title.)



	What does it look like?



	How does it feel?



	What is it doing?



	How do I feel about it?




	My Haiku 
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