Granny’s Garden School

Connecting Kids to the Community
Grade Three
Suggestions for using this lesson in the garden cycle:
· Use this in the fall when plants have developed seeds for the class to collect.
Ohio Standards Connections:

Social Studies – Citizenship, Rights, and Responsibilities:
· Participation A1:  Describe how people help to make the community a better place in which to live by supporting education.
· Participation A2:  Demonstrate effective citizenship traits including volunteerism.
Lesson Summary:
Students participate in community volunteerism by collecting seeds to donate to other schools that are starting or expanding garden programs through Granny’s Seed Sharing Project.
Estimated Duration:

30 minutes

Materials:

Scissors for each student

Pencils, colored pencils, or crayons for the students to write the name of the seeds and draw a picture on the envelopes

Paper envelopes to collect seeds, one for the student to keep and one for Granny
Take various examples of seeds and pods to show the class.  Samples can be taped to index cards.

Index cards to label the plants from which you want the students to collect seeds
A summary page for each student to take home, if desired
Flower seeds we want to collect:

Sunflower

Marigold

Zinnia

Cosmos 

Balloon flower

Blanket flower

Calendula 

Food seeds we want to collect:

Carrot

Peas

Lettuce

Radish

Spinach

Basil

Onion
Background Information:

1. In the classroom, students discuss ways that citizens can improve their community by preserving the environment, helping the homeless, restoring houses in low-income areas, supporting education, planning community events, or starting a business.
2. Students explore different ways to have a positive impact on the community by showing respect and compassion for others and volunteering to provide a service to a person or community.

3. Granny’s Seed Sharing Project donates seeds to other school garden programs.
Activity:
1. In advance, check the seed collecting page on the website for examples of plants and seed pods that are easy to identify and collect.  In the area you plan to have the students collect pods mark examples of the plants on which you want the students to focus by inserting an index card with the plant’s name.  

2. Collect a sample of the bud, flower, and seed pod from each plant the students will harvest seeds.  Attach them to an index card.
3. Explain that in addition to teaching science, math, social studies, and language arts topics, the gardens provide an opportunity to practice good citizenship.  Discuss what citizenship means (how you behave toward other people in your community).  Ask for examples about how they are good citizens in their classroom community (following rules/instructions, showing respect for each other, taking care of supplies, helping others who need help).  Ask for examples about how we are good citizens in our garden community (sharing harvest, sharing pressed flowers, donating food).  Expand this to discuss Granny’s Seed Sharing Program.

4. Explain to the students that they will be Granny’s volunteers to collect seeds for Granny’s Seed Sharing Project.  Granny’s Seed Sharing Project helps schools to create or expand school garden programs.  This provides more ways to teach in schools and gives other students opportunities to improve their communities.
5. Explain to students that you have marked certain types of plants from which to collect seed pods.  Point out the plants.  Discuss and show the bud, flower and seed pod of each plant the students may use to harvest seeds.  Ask them to explain the difference between the bud and the pod.  Pods are dry and brown with no petals or dried petals.  
6. Show examples of seed pods and seeds (some examples:  marigold, cosmos, cleome, blanket flower, tomato, sunflower head, beans, bolting lettuce, flowering carrot) to discuss similarities and differences.  
7. Students will be filling two envelopes.  Only use paper to save seeds.  Using plastic may cause the seeds to mold before they have dried.  

8. Give each student one envelope.  Explain that this envelope is for Granny.  Have each student collect 1 seed pod or 3-4 individual seeds.   Plants like zinnia, blanket flower, and marigold produce clusters of seeds.  The whole head can be clipped and placed in an envelope.  If the plant has a pod, like the hyacinth bean or other beans, collect the entire pod.  Seeds from cosmos and cleome are easily seen and practically fall in your hand when they are ready to harvest.  

9. When the envelope is filled, each student should seal and label the envelope with the name of the seed by using the cards you located in the plant.  This envelope is returned to you.
10. Give each student a second envelope.  Have each student write his or her name on the outside.  This is the envelope the student may keep.  The student may place 1 seed pod or 3-4 individual seeds in the envelope using the plants you have.  The student should seal and label the envelope with the plant’s name.  If time permits, allow the students to draw a picture of the flower.  

11. Please deliver the envelopes for Granny to the school garden office or the barn (label and place in black mail box).  
Granny’s Garden School

Connecting Kids to the Community

Today we were volunteers in Granny’s Seed Sharing Project.  We discussed what it means to be a good citizen in our school and in our community.  

We collected seed pods that will dry over the winter.  Some seed pods we took home.  Other seed pods we donated to Granny.  In the winter, we will package the dried seeds for Granny to give to other schools that are starting or expanding a school garden program.  This is a way we can improve the community of another school by giving them fun ways to learn.
Join our class for our next gardening experience!  Email Roberta Paolo (Granny) at SchoolGarden@fuse.net for information about getting involved.  
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